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ing for a general view of the life, times, and literary work of 
one of the greatest lyric writers known either to the ancient or 
to the modern world. A. W. McWhorter. 

The Roman Elegiac Poets. Edited with Introduction and Notes by 
Karl P. Harrington. New York : American Book Company. 

In his preface Professor Harrington points out that the work 
was undertaken in response to a demand on the part of many 
teachers for a volume of this sort. The poems are selected with 
care, and will enable the student of elegiac poetry to form a clear 
judgment of the work done by the Romans in this field of liter- 
ature. From the work of Catullus some epigrams are chosen, 
even some that do not deal with any phase of the poet's love for 
Lesbia. Why not some from Martial? The commentary is 
brief, as one must expect from a book of this kind, but occasion- 
ally a fuller note would be of great help. The introduction 
contains in condensed form much material that is valuable. In 
the discussion of verse technique something might have been 
said of the principle that lies at the root of the development of 
the dissyllabic ending in the pentameter. The treatment of the 
history of the elegy on Greek and Roman soil would be clearer 
to the student if the author had stated more definitely what 
precisely in his own opinion were the departments of Greek 
literature to which the Roman elegy was most indebted. The 
possible influence of the Alexandrian epigram is mentioned on 
pp. 50, 51, but the problem merits fuller discussion. I see no 
mention of Reitzenstein's "Epigram und Skolion," in the 
general discussion of the Greek elegy. T. S. Duncan. 



A Grammar of the Greek New Testament in the Light of His- 
torical Research. By A. T. Robertson, M.A., D.D., LL.D. Pp. 
xl-f 1360. New York : George H. Doran Co. $5.00. 

A world of scholarship underlies this book, and Americans 
are justly proud of its distinguished author. The list of 
"Authors most often referred to" occupies twenty-one pages, 
and testifies eloquently to the lifetime of painstaking labor 
which is back of the work, as indeed does every chapter of the 
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text. Hence it is because of the very wealth of scholarship 
of the book that one regrets that it cannot be expected to come 
into common use. For the book is hopelessly and needlessly 
cumbersome: hopelessly, for a grammar of the New Testament 
that is only slightly less in bulk than Webster's Unabridged 
Dictionary is obviously unsuited to the needs of the working 
student and pastor ; needlessly, for one cannot help but feel that 
the essential matter of the work might well have been presented 
in half the space, or less. Questions once disposed of are re- 
opened, discoveries once recounted brought forth again, de- 
ductions and assertions repeated over and over, to the detriment 
of the style and the cumbering of the volume. Another fault of 
style (which incidentally swells the size of the book) is that of 
over-citation of authorities in the text. Often the argument is 
obscured and the author's own opinion (valuable when found) is 
concealed by the mass of references to and quotations from other 
writers. Yet there is attractiveness and force when the author 
restrains this tendency, and gives us his own thought. As to 
the content of the work as a whole, its position is quite such as 
would be expected of a thorough student of the history of 
grammar. The New Testament language is correctly treated 
not as lost in some solitary eddy, but well out in the mid-stream 
of the common vernacular of the day. Our understanding of the 
New Testament has progressed markedly since due attention 
has been given this discovery. The book has a distinct value 
for the study of the New Testament, and it is to be hoped that 
the remarkably cheap price will do much to offset the disad- 
vantage of its size. H. L. J. W. 



Deutschland und die Deutschen. By Decker and Markisch. Cincin- 
nati and New York : American Book Company. 

This reader is practical in the best sense of the word. It pre- 
sents the living language as it is spoken and written in the ordi- 
nary intercourse of every-day life. The subject-matter — the man- 
ners and customs of the German people, — has grown out of the 
author's own experience as exchange teacher in Germany and is 
entirely free from that perfunctory academic treatment which 



